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Decision Making on Renewable Energy Policies in Local Level in Thailand
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Abstract
The purposes of the research were to 1) investigate the process on the selection of
alternative energy policies for local areas in Thailand, and 2) survey the factors influencing the
decision making on the choices of the alternative energy policies for local areas in Thailand. It
was a qualitative research on a case study basis. The tool for data collection was In-Depth
Interview with 56 key informants from across eight areas ( 7 samples from each area) including 1)

Klong Nam Lai Sub-District Administration Organization, in Klonglan District, Kamphaeng Phet
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Provinge, 2) Na Siew Sub-District Administration Organization, in Muang  District, Chaiyaphum
Province,3)Pa Teng Sub-District Administration Organization,in Kangkrachan, Phetchaburi Province, 4) Nong
Ta Tam Sub-District Administration Organization, in Pranburi District, Prachuabkirikhan Province, 5) Don
Kwang Sub-District Administration Organization, in Muang-District, Uthai Thani Province, 6) Hin Dard Sub-
District Administration Organization, in Huay Tha Lang, Nakhon Ratchasima Province, 7) Chombueng Sub-
District  Administration Organization, in Chombueng District, Ratchaburi, 8. Pak Song  Sub-District
Administration Organization, in Phato District, Chumphon Province. Inductive Content Analysis was
employed for data analysis based on Category scheming.

The findings were as follows: .

1. Klong Nam Lai Sub-District Administration Organization, Na Siew Sub-District Administration
Organization used mixed model and bounded rational model. Pa Teng Sub-District Administration
Organization Nong Ta Tam Sub-District Administration used incremental model and bounded rational
model.

Don Kwang Sub-District Administration, Hin Dard Sub-District - Administration Organization,
Chombueng Sub-District Administration Organization, and used incremental model.

2.The highest impact factor influencing the decision making on the choices of the
alternative energy policies for local areas in Thailand was the government budget allocation,
followed by the government other supports, public engagement, public knowledge about
alternative energy, and the roles of communities’ leaders, resbec‘cively.

Recommendations from the study were as follows:

1. The decision making on the choices of the alternative energy policies for local areas in
Thailand should be balanced on the basis of both the rational model and the incremental
model.  The policies should be emphasized on both the breadth and the depth of the area
information, in terms of the problems occurred in the area, and the worthiness of the investment
to be considered from the designated policies.

2. The budget from sovernment was an important factor on the policy decision making.
Therefore, the government should allocate more and consistent financial support to the local
areas to ensure the sustainability of the development. In addition, the local administration
organizations, as well as general public in each particular area should pay more attention and
help making decision by engaging themselves to find out what policies best benefited their
communities.

Keywords : Decision Making , Public Policy, Renewable Energy,Local
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